REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

15 March 1999 

Name of applicant/court: 

Malcolm Bruce Miller 

Applicant to the Labelling Body: 

Not Applicable 

Title of Publication: 

Marijuana Botany 

Other Known Titles: 

Not Stated 

Director: 

Not Applicable 

Producer: 

Not Applicable 

Publisher: 

Not Stated 

Author: 

Not Stated 

Format: 

Book 

Country of Origin: 

Not Stated 

Language: 

English 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 


Components of film originally examined: Not Applicable. 

Feature: 

Trailers: 

Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 


... Please turn over 


tmpE56C 




Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book Marijuana Botany is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The classification is based on the extent and degree to which the book promotes and 
encourages the criminal act of cultivating marijuana. 

Marijuana Botany is a photocopied reproduction of an original text by an unnamed 
author. The book measures 15cm by 21cm and consists of 196 pages including front 
and back covers. The book is a detailed instructional and scientific study into growing 
marijuana. It includes an introduction, four chapters, an appendix and an extensive 
glossary of terms. The book includes anatomical diagrams of marijuana, charts and 
graphs about its growth patterns, and many other aspects associated with the growth 
and yield of marijuana. The level of detail is of such a calibre that the book would 
probably only be understood and utilised by a professional grower of marijuana or a 
botanist with an academic interest. 

The cultivation of marijuana is an offence under s9 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975. 
The book promotes and encourages the act of growing marijuana to a significant 
extent and degree by giving such detailed and highbrow information about how to 
successfully grow and harvest marijuana. The extent and degree is such that the 
availability of the book is considered likely to be injurious to the public good. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been balanced against the 
criteria as discussed in s3(3)(d) and s3(4) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). An objectionable classification in this instance is a 
significant limitation on the rights of New Zealanders to access reading material of their 
choice, and subsequently the right to freedom of expression, and to seek and receive 
information and opinions of any kind in any form. Whilst the Classification Office 
recognises these rights, significant weighting has been given to the extent and degree 
to which the book encourages criminal activity. The Classification Office is confident 
that such a limitation on freedom of expression is both reasonable and justified as 
outlined in s5 of the NZBR Act. 
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